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CuRTiSTimi, April 20tli, 1857. 

Dear Sir 

"We, the undersigned, with others Avho were present at the delivery of your 
discourse on the occasion of the late State Fast, believing that the sentiments 
therein advanced not only fully accord with Scripture, but also place in a 
correct view the obligations which rest upon a minister of Jesus Christ; and 
believing also that those sentiments ought to be more generally disseminated, do 
therefore respectfully request you to favor us with a copy of the same for 
publication. 

Yours with respect and esteem, 

DA^YD CURTIS, 
DANIEL FAIRCHILD, 
■\^YLLIAM B. HULL, 

M. S. HEATH, 

E. LUMBERT, 

N. B. CURTIS, 

A. D. JONES, 
FREDERICK PERRY- 

Rev’d George Uhler. 


Dea. D. Curtis, Mr. F. Perry, and others. 

Gentlemen :—The discourse, a copy of which you request for publication, is 
at your disposal, with the single apology that it was written hastily, and with 
not the remotest idea of its ever being heard from beyond the circle of those for 
whom it was prepared. 


Tery respectfully j'ours, 


GEO. UHLER. 



DISCOURSE. 


ACTS 4 ; 19. 

'• BUT PETER AND .JOHN ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM. WHETHER IT 
BE RIGHT IN THE SIGHT OP GOD .TO HEARKEN UNTO YOU MORE THAN 
UNTO GOD, JUDGE YE.” 

The preferences, prejudices and conflicting opinions of 
the day, can never supercede the instructions of the. Bible. 
The models there presented for our imitation, are still to he 
our guide, though they should lead us to differ from kings, 
and courts, and men high in authority. 

Peter and John, as they stand undaunted before the 
Jewish authorities, refusing submission to their injunc¬ 
tions because contrary to the will of God, present enviable 
specimens of the spirit of true reformers. Nor did the 
mild disposition and loving spirit generally attributed to 
John unfit him for the emergencies of the times, or render 
him an unsuitable companion for the more impulsive and 
headlong Peter. Under that serene spirit, that placid coun¬ 
tenance, there lay concealed elements which made him a 
very Boanerges —a son of thunder. These elements flashed 
out when occasion called for them ; they made the Apostles 
the firm advocates of truth, and the stern reprovers of sin. 
Their firmness, however, arose from no party considerations 
or prospect of worldly distinctions, but from a deep and 
abiding conviction of truths—for the maintenance and 
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spread of whicli, they were willing, to sacrifice their all. 
Selected by the Savior himself, they were the men for the 
times. Not knowing the fear or favor of men, had they 
survived to the present day, they would doubtless have 
inherited the fame of " Political Preachers^ Tea, this is 
no modern privilege or inheritance. Were not the princi¬ 
ples of the greatest teacher and the purest spirit that ever 
visited this earth, said to be in conflict with the rights of 
Caesar ? Were not the Apostles charged with troubling the 
people, and turning the world upside down ? There must 
have been terrible convulsions among the politicians when 
the world began to roll upon its side, and show signs of 
turning over! But the Apostles did not seem to lose their 
balance amid the rocking of the troubled elements. They 
stood firm upon their feet in perfect composure, notwith¬ 
standing the agitations and convulsions that were shaking 
the moral and political world around them. When Saducees 
and Rulers combined to choke theh utterance—to set the 
seal of silence upon their lips—they grew the more bold, 
rebuking the interference with their lawful rights, pubhcly 
and openly. Their appeal was to the sober convictions of 
their opponents, arraigning their judgment in the light of 
the higher law and authority of God. "Whether it be 
right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than 
unto God, judge ye.” 

It is a principle or rule in the common law of England, 
that any statute enacted contrary to the law’of God, is mill 
and vdd. This is a common sense principle, and is univer¬ 
sally applicable. It sweeps away the right of any and 
every power that would dare to stand between God and his 
accountable creatures. When the Divine will is clearly 
indicated, we have no choice; we must obey—human courts, 
and human constitutions, and human authorities, to the 
contrary notwithstanding. The Apostle’s answer to the 
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Jewish authorities, furnishes a ready reply to every poWet 
that dares to oppose the Divine will, or assume the right to 
dictate or legislate contrary to the Divine word. “ Whether 
it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye ” 

In illustrating this principle still further, it may he re¬ 
marked, first, that if the Apostles had a mission from God, 
they could not consistently listen to men. The Ambassador 
is bound to follow the instructions of those who send him, 
and not to consult the wishes of those to whom he is sent. 
It was not left optional with Peter and John to speak, or 
not to speak, in the name of Jesus. They received their 
commission directly from the head of authority. “ Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.” 
What right had Scribe or Saducee, King or Governor, to 
interfere with their appropriate work ? And what right 
had any man to prevent or forbid the Gospel being preached 
to his fellow man ? According to the “ common law of 
England”—and the common sense of the civilized world— 
uU statutes enacted to that effect are null and void, because 
they conflict with the higher law—the law and authority of 
God. No combination of men—no human organization or 
human legislation—can exonerate from the discharge of the 
duties whjch God has enjoined. This the Apostles under¬ 
stood ; hence they preached until they preached themselves 
into prison; and when the Angel let them out, they preached 
again. When the captain of the Temple with his officers 
took them, and the High Priest reprimanded them, saying, 
“ Did we not straitly command you that ye should not teach 
in this name ?” their simple but firm reply was, We ought 
to obey God rather than man.” This is the only wise and 
safe course to be pursued in every instance where human 
opinions and human systems conflict with our duty to our 
Maker, or our fellow men. 

1 * 
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Hence it is evident, secondly, that if the Apostles, in the 
prosecution of their mission, encountered opposition and 
called into exercise a spirit of persecution, the fault was 
not their own. The Ambassador to a foreign court is re¬ 
sponsible only for the faithful discharge of prescribed duties. 
If he follows instructions, and those instructions meet with 
opposition, and result in open war, the difficulty is to be 
settled, not with him, but with the power that sent him. So 
if the preaching of the Apostles caused an uproar at 
Ephesus, because the silver shrines of Diana were brought 
into disrepute, they were not obliged to shoulder the respon¬ 
sibility. If, in the discharge of duty, they turned the world 
upside down, the broken bones were not all to be set tO’ 
their account. Conflicts may be expected, as truth comes 
in collision with systems of error and sin. The mighty 
movements of the Gospel, amid the world’s darkness and 
indifference, naturally develops the latent enmity of the 
heart. It necessarily calls forth strong and determined 
combinations in defence of those whose craft is in danger, 
or supposed interests affected. The design of the Gospel 
is to lay the axe at the root of every tree that does not bear 
good fruit. No matter where the tree is found—on the 
arena of the social, the civil, the political, or the moral world. 
It is the mission of the Gospel to improve it, or to remove 
it. No exception is to be made in favor of rank or power. 
The rich transgressor must submit to the conditions of the 
Gospel as well as the poor—the strong as well as the weak. 
The war is not to be confined to flesh and blood merely, or 
to the individual man; but it is to be waged against prin¬ 
cipalities, and powers, and spiritual wickedness in high 
places. The Gospel does not transcend its legitimate prov¬ 
ince when it calls upon kings, and courts, and nations, to 
review their proceedings and repent of their sins. It 
summons to its tribunal every system and every power, and 
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applies to them the same principles that it applies to indi¬ 
viduals. It knows of no irresponsible organizations or 
combinations where individuals are lost in the aggregate, 
and their sins charged upon constitutions, and systems, and 
societies. The sifting power of Grospel truth will yet try 
the principles upon which many a gigantic structure of 
iniquity—many a stronghold of sin—is reared. Could all 
the conflicting theories and systems of fraud and oppression 
at present in vogue be reconciled and rendered consistent 
with Gospel principles, it would seem as if the ingenuity of 
man might cheat even the Judgment of its victims. How 
strange that those professing to be governed by the same 
rule—the rule of love—should differ so widely in reference 
to things clear as the sun light. 

1. One class can look with stoic indifference on the rav¬ 
ages of intemperance, sweeping its thousands annually to a 
drunkard’s grave—disturbing the peace of every commu¬ 
nity and of every family—poisoning the morals of the 
young—swelling the records of crime, and filling the land 
with the sighs and tears of orphans and widows. Yet this 
is a political question ; it has entered into the politics of 
every State in the Union.. And in some quarters the herald 
#f truth, with the solemn message, "No drunkard shall 
enter the kingdom of heaven,” must not utter a sentence 
against this sin at the risk of losing his place and his bread. 
Your better judgment, I am sure, my hearers, will bear me 
out in the declaration when I say, that the man who is 
frightened from his duty by such a bugbear, ought to lose 
his place and his bread. Better meet such opposition and 
such attempts to intimidate, in the spirit and the language 
of Peter and John, " Whether it be right in the sight of 
God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.” 

2. Another class can look with equal indifference upon a 
system whose inconsistencies and sins are even more glar- 



mg, more aggi’avating. In the face of the most solemn 
judgments and the most fearful denunciations, they can 
justify, apologize for, or at least acquiesce in, a system of 
oppression which the principles of the Gospel, with every 
sentiment of humanity and of justice, condemn. And when 
the humble herald stationed on the watch tower expressly 
to testify against sin, and warn the people of their danger • 
when he lifts up his voice and cries aloud against this sys¬ 
tem of wrong, he is a political preacher, a disturber of the 
peace, turning “ the world upside down ; ” and he is told, 
very gravely, to turn aside from his instructions, to ignore 
the tenor of his high commission, and listen to the decision of 
grave- senates and supreme courts. Now without the least 
disrespect to high authorities, I submit whether we are all 
bound to go to school to Blackstone, or the elaborate de¬ 
cision of supreme courts, to be able to distinguish between 
a man and a mere animal. Grave bodies at times are guilty 
of grave follies. Some of their decisions, to say the least, are 
equal to the enactment of a law (excuse the homely illus¬ 
tration,) that no man, unless he had a nose of certain di¬ 
mensions, and hair of precisely the same color with the 
candidate, should be allowed to vote for President of the 
United States. I do not wish, nor do I profess to be able^ 
to enter into the question as to the constitutionality of the 
late decision of the supreme court; I must however, be al¬ 
lowed to say in passing, that from what we see lying on 
tibe very surface of that far reaching decision, it seems evi¬ 
dent that some of our Judges have not yet advanced so far 
towards the right decision of a simple question as the blind 
man in the Gospel who, when his eyes began to open, said, 
“ I see men as trees walking.” They might possibly distin¬ 
guish between men and trees, but they certainly have not 
drawn the true line between men and chattels personal.— 
Nor is it necessary for our purpose to enter into this ques- 
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tion; it is enough to know that robbery and oppression are 
sins in the sight of Grod; that they are declared to be such 
in the Bible and denounced accordingly, and hence that 
no human constitution, or courts, or legislation can change 
their nature, or make that right which was wrong before- 
Here any man may take his position and maintain it 
against all the arguments and all the authorities that the 
world can produce, and here every man ought to take his posi¬ 
tion. Especially ought they to take and maintain it, whose 
solemn commission is, to hear the word at the mouth of the 
Most High, and warn the wicked from Him. When Jonah 
was commissioned the second time to go to Ninevah, his 
instructions were, “ and preach unto it the preaching that 
I bid thee.” His message, “Yet forty days and Ninevah 
shall be destroyed,” was doubtless unwelcome to many.— 
But we read of no Potentate or Governor ordering the 
Prophet to preach smooth things to the people. The 
Prophet delivered his message and it had its desired effect. 
Ninevah humbled itself, proclaimed a fast and fasted to 
good purpose. And this will ever be the case where there 
is sincere penitence, true humiliation, for sins social, public, 
and national, as well as sins private and individual. Though 
there can be no acceptable public fast without private and 
individual humiliation, yet is the true idea of state and 
national fasts, to humble ourselves and repent of sins com¬ 
mitted in associated and organized capacities, and thus to 
avert those judgments with which God at times visits 
communities, states and nations. 

If it is ever proper therefore, to allude to organized and 
national evils,—“ wickedness in high places,”—it is on a 
day like this, for what will our professed humiliation 
amount to, unless we condemn and renounce the very sins 
which render proper, and call for, the appointment of a pub¬ 
lic fast ? “ Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose 
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the bands of wickedness, to nndo the heavy burdens, and to 
let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke ?” 
When this is done our national inconsistencies •will vanish, 
our fisting will avail something, our light will break forth 
as the morning; when we spread our hands abroad and lift 
our eyes to heaven, we shall be heard. “ Our righteousness 
shall go before us, and the glory of the Lord shall be our 
rereward.” And until this is done, it will be the duty of 
every watchman on the walls of Zion—on all appropriate 
occasions—to let his voice be heard ; to cry aloud and tes¬ 
tify against this, as well ^ against every other sin. Why 
not ? Have the gigantic dimensions of this monster become 
so formidable that we must cringe and quail before it? Or 
shall the fear of man, or the love of gain and popularity, 
convert the Prophets, as of old, into dumb dogs that cannot 
bark, preaching smooth things and crying peace, when 
there is no peace ? When the Son of God made the decla¬ 
ration, “ Every plant which my Father hath not planted 
shall be rooted up,” he made no exception in favor of slavery. 
And if the Millennium is ever to dawn on the wmrld in the 
fulness of its prophetic glory, this system must be rolled 
out of the way. Ministers must preach against it. Christ¬ 
ians must pray, and labor, and vote for its overthrow. Our 
benevolent organizations must aim their blows at its founda¬ 
tions, and level their axes at its roots. Why not ? as well 
as at systems of cast, oppression, and idolatry in Africa, 
India and China. Why draw a line of circumference around 
one sin, and say the Gospel must not invade that circle ! 
The voice of warning, reproof and remonstrance must not 
disturb that center! 

But perhaps I have dwelt too long upon a self-evident 
truth, and "will therefore close with a few inferences, and 

1st. We see one reason why the Gospel had such success 
in early times. Those who proclaimed, and those who em- 
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braced it, were consistent and in earnest. Neither the fear 
nor the favor of man could induce them to make compro¬ 
mises with sin. They were reformers under the influence of 
love, and the control of principle. Hence they had " no 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather 
reproved them.” They bowed at the bidding of neither 
high nor low, ruler nor subject. They could go to prison— 
they could suffer martyrdom for the truth—but they could 
not sacrifice principle, either to please men or to gratify self. 

2d. We see why the Gospel in early times met with op¬ 
position from so many quarters. It was becarfee of the 
mighty changes it wrought in the social, civil, and religious 
conditions of men. It assaUed the self-interest of men, 
their love of popularity and of power. Its principles came 
in conflict with systems of wrong which had stood for cen¬ 
turies, supported by the united strength of self-interest, 
prejudice, and civil authority. It threatened to overturn 
and revolutionize the whole frame-work of society. Hence 
Jewish authorities were in arms, and the swords of the 
Caesars were unsheathed. The heralds of the Cross were 
met with an array of opposition such as would have appalled 
and put to silence less fearless, less determined spirits. But 
when they {the enemies) saw the boldness of Peter and 
John, they took knowledge of them that they had been 
with Jesus. And when they enjoined silence upon them, 
they received the prompt and emphatic reply, " Whether it 
be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than 
unto God, judge ye.” 

3d. We see where the fault lies, if the faithful preaching 
of the truth makes disturbance by coming in conflict with 
systems of error and sin. It lies with those who give coun¬ 
tenance, who support and defend those systems. The 
Gospel will not change to accommodate itself to any system, 
and those who proclaim it dare not withhold its truths under 
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penalty of Divine displeasure. It follows, therefore, that 
while men hold on to systems contrary to the spirit of the 
Dospel, so far as that Grospel is faithfully and fully preached, 
there will be war in the conscience, and war in the commu¬ 
nity—there will be war in the social, war in the civil, and 
war in the political world. The fire which Christ kindled 
will never be quenched, until sin is consumed in the bright¬ 
ness of his coming. 

Finally, we may infer from this subject the only condi¬ 
tions of an acceptable fast. They are to give the truth full 
scope—fi%e course—to bring it to bear against every wrong, 
and to humble ourselves on account of all sin. So far as 
we are truly humble, we shall make no reservations, no 
exceptions, no more than the sinner when he submits to 
Christ. 

We shall condemn in ourselves and in others, and oppose 
by our efforts and our influence, all that conflicts with the 
pure principles of that revelation, which is the world’s light, 
and the world’s salvation. 




